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Have you heard the news?
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Did you hear what has just happened? I can’t believe it...Oh you haven’t heard yet. Did you see
what was on the front of the newspaper?
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Our ears prick up at these types of things. Maybe you were even expecting just now to hear
some interesting news. One of things that social media does really well is constantly bombard
us with new things. If you keep pulling down, or hitting refresh on Facebook or twitter or
Instagram, it will show you new pictures, or stories. They’ve figured out how much we and our
brains love to look at new things.
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How would you respond if I shared the front page of the newspaper from 2007. Indifference?
Or if I showed you a funny picture from Instagram that you’d already seen. Ha. Yeah good.
Seen it.
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But [ wonder if there are some pieces of news, some old pieces of information that are still life
changing. Some things that still stop us in our tracks.
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When an old friend tells you how much they still enjoy hanging out.
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When a family member tells you again for the 400™ time that they love you.
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There is some news that we might have heard before, can still impact our hearts.
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It’s Christmas Eve. We’ve gathered late at night to celebrate Christmas. To hear the Old, old
news of Jesus coming as a baby. I wonder what kind of news it is for you.
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Is it just news that we have heard before, and isn’t exciting and we’re looking for more from
Christmas. Or is there still something about this old news that is still relevant for us. That can
still impact our hearts this year.
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Tonight, we’re looking at how Mary the mother of Jesus responds to the news of the coming of
Jesus.
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Challenge will be to be amazed and transformed at this old news, not like it’s the first time, but
because it is still oh so meaningful for us.
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1. Mary’s Response to News 5 #] & #1123 &8 & &
We come to Mary and her response to hearing from God.
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She is a young lady, pledged to be married to Joseph. And an angel appears to her with a

message from God. That’s the best kind of news, watching on TV the news at the end of the

day about what has happened is one thing, but Mary is hearing the freshest news, it is news

about what is going to happen.
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The Angel says, “Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The Lord is with you.”
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Not sure how you would respond if an angel appeared, let alone described you as highly
favoured. God has shown grace, unmerited favour to her. This is amazing, that God would
shown his unmerited favour and grace to anyone, let alone a 15-year-old girl who could not
have done anything to deserve it.
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Mary responds to this announcement, Verse 29
HA e RNE, F 29 &



Traditional

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.
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She doesn’t initially respond with great joy. She doesn’t say “Wow, that is so interesting, [’ve
got to update my social media with this news — I’m highly favoured by God”.
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She is troubled. She has an emotional reaction to this news. She is trying to understand what
this angelic being who has just appeared to her is saying. Why? What have I done that makes
me special? Why would the Lord be with me? But it’s not about her being special — it’s about
God who chooses to favour people. The God who chooses to have grace and use even unlikely
people.
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The angel continues,
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“Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favour with God. 31 You will conceive and give
birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son
of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he
will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.
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If she was confused and troubled before about being favoured by God — imagine her now.
You’re saying that I’'m favoured by God — that before I get married I’'m going to have a baby.
And that Baby is going to be the long expected Emmanuel who will rule forever?
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It’s no wonder that Mary responds to this amazing news with surprise and questions.
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34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since [ am a virgin?”
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This isn’t a sign of doubt. But she is trying to understand God’s news to her. And before she
can get to all the theological implications of the descendent of David coming, the son of God
himself. Before she can get to that, she asks really practical question. I’'m a virgin, how is this
possible? She hears the great and amazing news of the gospel and she seeks to understand it.
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She doesn’t dismiss it because it’s crazy, or seemingly impossible. God help me to understand
your word and your plan?
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So the Angel clarifies.
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“The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.
So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative
is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in
her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.”
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Mary is given an explanation and even a piece of proof. Elizabeth her very old relative also will
have a miraculous birth. How gracious is this of God to care for Mary in this way? God has
placed her in a situation which no one will understand, not her fiancé, her parents, or society.

And Yet God directs her to Elizabeth who is also going through a miraculous birth.
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And the angel calls on her to trust God’s word, no word from God will fail.

RALFEEHARNE L 6938, Lw e g%k,

Mary responds verse 38,
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38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.”
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Isn’t her response great. I will trust you, I will not be afraid, I’'m your servant.
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After this, Mary goes to visit Elizabeth her relative. And when she’s there she responds to all
that God is doing by singing a song called the Magnificat. Where she praises and gives glory to
God. And she says, “My soul glorifies the lord and my spirit rejoices in God my saviour.”
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She is rejoicing! Praising God.
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Her journey responding to the news from the angel is helpful for us.
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She started troubled, unsure of the news. She questions the angel. Then she places her trust in
God’s word, and finally rejoices and praises God.
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I remember where [ was when I first heard about 9/11. Sitting in school in year 11, my mate
listening to the radio giving us updates.
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I remember hearing all the news updates last year about this new pandemic, and getting a call
from Steve when I was camping, church is shutting down. Lockdowns are coming. It was at
that moment I realised, oh wow — this thing is real. It’s going to have massive impact on us.
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There is just some news that shapes our lives.
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Do you remember the first time that the news of Jesus actually interrupted your life, how much
has it shaped your life ever since then?
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Or maybe this is one of the first times you’re hearing this news, or the first time you’re really
noticing it.
KA, CHEBALE KRB EMEELE, XABF—RAEZEEC,

That God would have unmerited favour on unworthy people like Mary, and me, and you.
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That God became a person to bring salvation. That this news was life changing for Mary. But
it’s also life changing for us. We can’t ignore this news. Just like hearing about COVID’s
impact on every person on the planet, we can’t pretend that this news of Jesus is not for us. It’s
for someone else. This message is for all people, God sent Jesus, the only way to know him and
follow him, and one day we will all have to stand before him.
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Y ou might respond to this like Mary, being troubled at the news. I think that’s a good and
rational response.
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Someone I know is dying at the moment from Cancer. And they do not want to talk about
death. They’re trying to convince themselves that they will be fine, that the doctors will fix
everything. But that’d be like saying that COVID won’t impact me at all. Or being on the
titanic going down and ignoring the calls to get to a life boat.
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Be troubled by the news of the gospel. That we are in desperate need. We need God to favour

us. And the wonderful good news of the bible is that he does. He has chosen to show us his

grace.
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Please come and ask me, person you’re sitting next to. Or send us a message in our contact
form online.
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If this is news to you, or question God’s message. I believe that we can place our trust in God’s
word just like Mary did. And this is the way to have real joy. Joy because God has intervened
in a broken world. And he has said I will send my son to come as a human, to die, to be raised
to new life.
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2. Our response to Old news &4 # 37 B 6 & &
But what if this is old news?
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What if we’ve heard it all before?
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What do we do if the good news of Jesus just seems like good olds? It doesn’t have that same
excitement, that same life changing joy?
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Mary’s response to the news from God is a really helpful way to keep responding to the news
today.
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Let God’s news trouble you / question it / Trust / rejoice.
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Mary was troubled at the message from the angel. He had said to her that she was greatly
favoured.
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If you are feeling like the news of Christmas isn’t that new anymore. Sit in this.
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God says to you the same thing. You are greatly favoured by God.
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Ephesians 1:7

AR T E 1.7
7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance
with the riches of God’s grace.
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Be troubled by this. This is disturbing news. News that might shake you out of a mundane faith.
It’s easy to get used to being a Christian, going to church week in and week out, and we forget
the news. We become indifferent to it. I’ve heard it all before.
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Sometimes though God will creep up and remind you of this great truth.
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Oh, I’ve been really sinful, I’ve been full of pride.
ok, BAGHE, K—ARIEH.

I don’t deserve anything good from God.
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But then this truth from Ephesians 1 and from the word to Mary — God has poured out his
riches by his grace on us, his unmerited favour.
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One of my favourite TV shows of the past year is Ted Lasso. In it one of the characters
deliberately attempts to ruin Ted Lasso’s life. When they realise what they’ve done they come
and apologize and he just says, “I forgive you”. And the other person cannot believe it and
they’re brough to tears.
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God has shown amazing favour to us. That he would choose me, you. Sinful enemies of God.
That he would shine his face on us, that he would choose to have grace.
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When we are troubled by the news of Jesus, we are reminded of our need for him and his love
for us.
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Question 4
Secondly, we should keep bringing our questions to God.
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James 1:5-6;
& Z 1:5-6;
If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without

reproach, and it will be given him.
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Asking questions is not a sign of a lack of faith. We can take them to him because he is
sovereign. God how will I ever stop sinning like this? God will my family, my friends ever love
you? God why am I suffering right now?
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Now God might speak directly to us, or through an angel. But as the angel said to Mary, that
God’s word doesn’t fail. We have his word, and he answer us there.
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Trust 4843
When we hear the good news again, troubled by our lack of worth, amazed at God’s unmerited
grace and favour then we can trust.
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Each day, responding to the news of the gospel by choosing again to trust him. Trust that what
God has said about tomorrow is right and good. Trusting what he has said about humans are to
live is right. Trusting that his way and his plans are better than anything I could come up with.
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Rejoice &%
How can we not then rejoice with Mary at this news?
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That God would save a people like us.
B R BAR A MTZ AR A

If you’re feeling far or cold towards the good news of Jesus, be troubled by your own sin and
the joy of his grace. Take your questions to God. Trust in him each day. And then we can
rejoice knowing that he is in control and works good for all his people.
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Lamentation 3 says
CHAIRREIK) %3 FR
22 The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; 23 they
are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.
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When we daily remind ourselves of God’s new mercies to us. Then the old news doesn’t seem
so old any more. It feels new, and amazing, and life giving.
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I’ve been married to Alisa my wife for almost 15 years. [ remember the first time that we said |
love you to each other. We were young, and we were on a train between our houses. And I said
it first, and I remember that heart in mouth feeling — how will she respond? Will she say
thanks? Good? Will she run away or say I love you back? When she said I love you, it was
wonderful news.
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Since that time, let’s say she has said it, or texted it to me, ‘love you’ every second day. That’s
well over 2,500 times.
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It is not news to me that she loves me. I’ve gotten pretty used to that idea. But why haven’t I
said to her, I know, stop telling me. I’m so bored by that piece of information. Can’t you tell me
something new and exciting!
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Everyday it’s new.
F RARA Y

After we’ve had an argument and I hear those words, it reminds me we’re okay. Those words
remind me she’s still on my side, she’s still got my back.
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Those words have meaning because of the relationship they’re said in.
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How much more so with God.
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When I hear the news, again, that God loves me enough that he sent Jesus.
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I need to hear that again after I’ve sinned, reminds me how great is his love for me.
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I need to hear that when I’m lost and lonely, that he’s guiding me home.
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I need to hear the good news when I’m questioning God — why are you letting this season be
like this. Remind me of the good news that you’re sovereign and in control of all things.
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And it will make me rejoice!
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